






LOGLINE

Julia, an undocumented singer from Brazil, works under the table 
in a New York restaurant and falls in love with the female owner. 
They live a heartfelt love story eventually threatened by Julia’s 
former employer.



SYNOPSIS 

JULIA,  28,  is  an  undocumented  immigrant  from  Brazil  trying  to 
survive in Brooklyn. Julia’s dreams of becoming a singer are far 
left behind and she now searches the city for a safe place to work 
as a server. After being assaulted by DAVIS, 53, a businessman who 
takes advantage of her status, Julia ends up hired under the table 
by BARBARA, 51, a dedicated restaurant owner. Julia and Barbara 
impact each other’s realities. They live a profound love story, 
threatened by Davis and the Immigration and Customs Enforcement.
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EXT. JULIA'S BUILDING – CONTINUOUS

THREE ICE FEDERAL OFFICERS follow her. Julia looks. She realizes what's going on. Julia runs 
fast. OFFICER 1 catches her. Julia moves quickly and escapes. OFFICER 2 grabs her arm and 
knocks her down. BACKPACK drops. Julia on the floor. Preventing her from screaming, they drag 
Julia away. Silence. A summer breeze hits the trees.



LGBTQ+






INT. LAURIE – BASEMENT - BARBARA'S OFFICE – DAY

They stare at each other. Something shared in the look. Julia kisses her. Barbara kisses her 
back. Julia's eyes wander down to Barbara's skirt. She unbuttons Barbara's blouse and slides 
her mouth down Barbara's belly. Julia is low enough and kneels down. She kisses over Barbara's 
skirt and slips her hands under it. Julia lies on the floor and removes her top. Barbara's body 
is pulled in her direction. Barbara on top of her. Julia embraces her. They make love.



LGBTQ+






INT. JULIA’S APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM - NIGHT

Julia and Ian drink wine and dance in the living room. Gloria Gaynor's I Am What I Am 
starts  playing  from  Ian's  playlist.  It's  a  party.  They  both  suddenly  walk  really 
'campy' and act extravagantly. Ian keeps his head high and sips his drink. After a 
glamorous spin, Julia spills her wine, and they both laugh. The mess can't stop them! 



ASSAULT






As Julia backs away, he grabs her by the neck and 
pins her against the wall. She freezes. Davis rips 
her shirt open. She fights him. He throws her back 
against the wall. Julia hits the back of her head. 
She stops fighting. Davis licks her neck. Sucks 
her skin to leave a hickey. Once he's finished, he 
uses the back of his hand to wipe off the drool. 

INT. THE PUB - DAVIS' OFFICE - CONTINUOUS



BIOGRAPHY
About the WRITER:

Ma Troggian is a native Brazilian based in New York 
City whose artistic identity revolves around acting, 
writing, creating music, and performing. She graduated 
from the Stella Adler Studio of Acting Professional 
Conservatory.

In  2016,  Ma  was  considered  for  Best  Actress  at 
Brazil's biggest film festival, Gramado Film Festival, 
for her role in Gustavo Spolidoro's movie O Jardim Dos 
Amores  de  Woody  Allen.  Ma  also  co-founded  the  Evoe ́ 
Collective, an award-winning collective dedicated to 
promoting  Brazilian  culture  abroad.  In  2017,  the 
collective produced the play The Seven Kittens, for 
which Ma got another Best Actress nomination at the 
Brazilian International Press Award, and for which the 
collective won the award for Best Local Production.

In June 2017, Ma had her playwright debut with Norma 
Jeane Was A Brunette, a play she wrote and starred in. 
The  play  was  selected  to  be  part  of  the  Manhattan 
Repertory Theatre. She recently finished writing her 
first feature film script, Foreign. The screenplay won 
the  award  for  Best  Screenplay  at  the  2020  Feedback 
LGBT Toronto Film Festival.

Besides  her  love  for  acting  and  writing,  Ma  is  a 
trained DJ and music maker. She graduated from AIMEC 
DJ School and later became the DJ and promoter of Lez 
Girls Party, a monthly event created to support the 
LGBTQ+  community  in  her  hometown.  In  New  York,  Ma 
continued to pursue music while working with Grammy 
award-winning  producer  Bob  Brockmann  on  Black  Money 
and I Want Ur Luv. Check her out at www.matroggian.com



BIOGRAPHY
About the DIRECTOR:

Gabriela Ribeiro is a Brazilian Filmmaker based in São 
Paulo.  She  got  her  filmmaking  degree  from  PUCRS 
University in Brazil. While attending school, Gabriela 
was hired to be the production designer of the short 
film O Das Bananas. Later, Gabriela produced another 
short film, Trilha de Gaitas, and made her directorial 
debut  with  the  documentary  short  Meus  18  Anos.  She 
also  had  the  intimate  and  unique  experience  of 
directing  the  experimental  short  A  Missão,  which 
followed  the  journey  of  the  famous  theatre  company 
Terreira da Tribo as they put up the production of the 
play The Mission by Heiner Muller.

Gabriela got her MFA in Directing at UNISINOS, Porto 
Alegre  in  2006.  There,  she  developed  a  theory  and 
wrote an article about the relationship between cinema 
and dreams.

In 2011, Gabriela moved to São Paulo to follow her 
studies with screenwriter Eliseu Altunaga, who teaches 
at Cuba’s International School of Film and TV, founded 
by  Gabriel  García  Márquez.  There,  Gabriela  wrote, 
produced,  and  directed  her  most  personal  film; 
Cutting,  which  won  Best  Short  Film  at  the  German 
4Chances Film Festival.

After Cutting, Gabriela moved to New York City for a 
year, where she directed the lyric video for the song 
Black Money by Ma Troggian, and the short film I Love 
This City. 

Check her out at www.gabrielaribeirocinema.com



BIOGRAPHY
About the CREATIVE PRODUCER:

Lívia  Campos  de  Menezes  is  a  Creative 
Producer and Content Creator who believes 
in  the  power  of  audio-visual  stories  to 
drive change and make the world a better 
place to live. 

A native Brazilian, Lívia has a bachelor’s 
in International Relations and a master’s 
in History from UNESP. During her years in 
academia,  she  studied  international 
migration,  developing a thesis on the rise 
of  immigration  policies  as  a  homeland 
security  topic  instead  of  a  human  rights 
one. 

Before pivoting her career to work in film, 
Lívia  worked  as  an  Assistant  Professor, 
lecturing  Sociology  and  International 
Relations,  and  as  a  Project  Manager  for 
several companies, such as Nielsen, heading 
projects  of  millions  of  dollars  and 
managing cross-functional teams.
living abroad.

In 2014, when she attended a screenwriting 
certificate  program  at  the  International 
Film Academy in São Paulo, Lívia realized 
that  she  could  combine  her  passion  for 
writing  stories  with  her  business 
background. Hence, she moved to the United 
States  and  earned  her  MFA  in  Creative 
Producing from the UNC School of Arts, in 
2018.

Lívia has produced short films, such as The 
Chance to Live, Thanks for Being Yourself, 
and Snatching Love, the last one, still in 
post-production. In 2017, she negotiated an 
African-American  quarterback’s  life  rights 
and  worked  with  the  team  to  develop  the 
feature  script  and  pitch  materials, 
attaching  an  executive  producer  to  the 
project.  

Lívia has staffed several film festivals, 
such  as  SFFILM,  and  UNAFF,  working  from 
theater operations to programming. In 2020, 
she  produced  the  Brazilian  Film  Market, 
designing  the  conference  program,  and 
hosting  panels  to  discuss  media 
representation  and  foster  connections 
between Brazilian talents and Hollywood. 
 
A  passionate  activist  on  diversity  and 
inclusion,  Lívia  is  a  member  of  the 
National  Association  of  Latino  Producers 
(NALIP),  the  Brown  Girls  Doc  Mafia,  and 
Upwardly  Global.  She  is  the  writer  and 
producer  for  the  BRAVE  podcast, 
interviewing successful Brazilian women in 
the San Francisco Bay Area. She is also the 
communications  lead  for  Grow  Together 
Global,  a  project  created  to  support  and 
connect Brazilian women living abroad.


